
GREAT BOOKS COUNCIL OF SAN FRANCISCO www.greatbooksncal.org  SERVING NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Long Novel Weekend 2020 

Dates: July 11-12, 2020           Venue: Vallombrosa Center, Menlo Park, California 

We will discuss 

Midnight’s Children  
By Salman Rushdie 

 
 

We will use the Modern Library 100 
Best Novels paperback published by 
Random House Trade Publications; 

25th Anniversary edition.  
(August 4, 2006).   

ISBN-10: 9780812976533  
 ISBN-13: 978-0812976533 

ASIN: 0812976533 

Please purchase only this edition from 
your bookseller. (The book is available 

in new and used versions on 
Amazon.com.) 

About the book:  In its own time, it has been an acclaimed prizewinner, 
winning both the Booker prize in 1981, and “the Booker of Bookers” in 
1993 and again in 2008.  
 
Midnight’s Children received critical acclaim when first published in 1981.  
VS Pritchett’s verdict (in the New Yorker) that, with Midnight’s Children, 
“India has produced a great novelist… a master of perpetual storytelling”. 
 
Robert Crum, in the Guardian Top 100 Books list published in 2015, called 
it, “Among the many turning points in the constant remaking of the English 
novel – the dazzle of Sterne; the quieter, witty genius of Austen; the 
polyvalent brio of Dickens; the vernacular brilliance of Twain, and so on – 
the appearance of Midnight’s Children in 1981 now stands out as a 
particularly significant milestone. Salman Rushdie’s second novel took the 
Indian English novel, revolutionized it by marrying the fiction of Austen and 
Dickens with the oral narrative tradition of India, and made a “magical 
realist” (the label was still in its infancy) novel for a new generation. “ 
 
“Extraordinary . . . one of the most important [novels] to come out of the 
English-speaking world in this generation.” –The New York Review of Books 
“The literary map of India is about to be redrawn. . . . Midnight’s Children 
sounds like a continent finding its voice.” –The New York Times 
“In Salman Rushdie, India has produced a glittering novelist– one with 
startling imaginative and intellectual resources, a master of perpetual 
storytelling.” –The New Yorker 
About the Author:  Sir Ahmed Salman Rushdie (b. June 19, 1947- )                                                                                                 
is a British Indian novelist and essayist. His second novel, Midnight's 
Children (1981), won the Booker Prize in 1981 and was deemed to be "the best 
novel of all winners" on two separate occasions, marking the 25th and the 40th 

anniversary of the prize. Much of his fiction is set 
on the Indian subcontinent. He combines magical 
realism with historical fiction; his work is 
concerned with the many connections, 
disruptions, and migrations 
between Eastern and Western civilizations. 
 Since 2000, Rushdie has lived in the United 
States. He was named Distinguished Writer in 

Residence at the Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute of New York University in 
2015. He was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 

Rushdie writes,  
“When 'Midnight's Children' came 
out, people in the West tended to 
respond to the fantasy elements in 
the novel, to praise it in those 
terms. In India, people read it like a 
history book.” 
  
“...if it can pass the test of another 
generation or two, it may endure.” 

 

For further information: Contact Event Coordinator Caroline Van Howe at greatbooks.longnovel@gmail.com or 
415.453.1014.  Registration form on page 2 of this flyer and available online at: www.greatbooksncal.org 

mailto:greatbooksncal.longnovel@gmail.com
mailto:greatbooksncal.longnovel@gmail.com


 

GREAT BOOKS COUNCIL OF SAN FRANCISCO www.greatbooksncal.org  SERVING NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Long Novel Weekend July 11-12, 2020  

Venue: Vallombrosa Center, 250 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name(s): ___________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

City: __________________ State: ____ Zip: _______________ 

Telephone: _______________Email: ____________________ 

Food Needs: _______________________________________ 

Roommate Preference: ______________________________ 

Different ____  Same _____ Discussion Group  

Name for Badge: ____________________________________ 

New to the Long Novel Weekend? Yes / No  

Weekend Cost Per Person  

Please register early to save disappointment.  

Spaces are limited.   

Double Occupancy Rooms $270 

Single Occupancy Rooms $280 

Commuter $195 

 

Refunds: Refunds will be handled after the event and 

might have to be prorated due to our obligations with 

Vallombrosa Center.  We hope that our participants will 

consider the unpaid portion as a donation to the Great 

Books Council of San Francisco. 

Two ways to register: 

Mail this form and check to:  
Great Books Council of San Francisco 

Brian Mahoney, Registrar 

800 Cherry Way #10, Hayward, CA 94541  

Register online: 
www.greatbooksncal.org/long-novel-weekend 

 

  

The Location: The Vallombrosa Center in Menlo Park is 
located on a ten-acre site that was originally built during the 
Civil War period.  The center includes meeting rooms, a 
dining room, accommodation and ample free parking. 
Participants will be housed in single or double rooms with 
en-suite bathroom. Delicious meals with local produce, 
including vegetarian and gluten-free options, are included in 
the registration fee.   

The Vallombrosa Center 
www.vallombrosa.org 

Please note: The Vallombrosa Center is not ADA-compliant. 
For details on accessibility, please contact Jaynie Fedele at: 
jaynie@vallombrosa.org. 

The Weekend: Please arrive about 9:15 a.m. on Saturday. 
There will be three discussion periods, four fine meals, a 
wine and cheese reception and a talk by our Guest Speaker. 
The program will conclude after lunch on Sunday.  

For further information:  Contact Event Coordinator Caroline Van Howe at greatbooks.longnovel@gmail.com or 
415.453.1014. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -  

http://www.greatbooksncal.org/long-novel-weekend
http://www.vallombrosa.org/

